Muckhart Neighbourhood Watch Group
Minutes of Meeting held on 5th May 2026, at 7:00pm in  Muckhart Church

1. Welcome 
Ann Wilson, Group Co-ordinator, thanked everyone for coming along and introduced the evening’s speaker, Lyndsay Barr, an Engagement Officer with Neighbourhood Watch Scotland ( NWS).

2. Attendance
Present: The meeting was attended by the Co-ordinator, speaker and nine residents.

3. Presentation by Lyndsay Barr, Engagement Officer with NWS.
Lyndsay gave a very informative and engaging presentation on the history of NWS, the type of issues which different watches deal with, how to build NW community resilience and the benefits a group can bring. The latter includes free public liability insurance and access to a range of services including training. An online event for ‘Active Bystander Training’ is due to take place  on the evening of Thursday 7th May.  Anyone interested can email keith.jack@neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk for sign up instructions.

She highlighted the Alert system which allows residents to sign up for free, targeted NW information about their local area, delivered by email, as well as other services such as scam alerts and signage. More information on how to sign up is available at Sign-up for alerts | Neighbourhood Watch Scotland.

She also explained that Rural Watch is an extension of the Neighbourhood Watch Scotland movement aimed specifically at the rural community of Scotland, which aims to bring all the benefits of Neighbourhood Watch to your community irrespective of its location, size or demographics. Current rural crimes being reported include the theft of agricultural vehicles/machinery and diesel.  

During the Q and A session, there was discussion about some of our local issues such as dog fouling and illegal vehicle activity. Lyndsay confirmed that NWS do not offer dog fouling signs for sale but that they can be purchased cheaply online. 

In terms of dealing with illegal vehicle activity or any activity of concern, the Police Scotland’s Contact Us form provides an easy way of ensuring matters are communicated and these can also be reported to Crimestoppers. This confirms recent advice by MCC provided on social media and by e-newsletter.  Contact Police Scotland - Police Scotland

With regard to bike security, some police forces offer free bike marking events and this may also be worth investigating.  
4. Current NW issues
As well as dog fouling and illegal vehicle activity, there were concerns about illegal parking within the village, particularly on the corner of the main road and Kirkhill.  There was discussion about the potential use of double yellow lines and the challenges of doing so within the Conservation Area, as well as other practical solutions such as leaving leaflets on windscreens or considering signage to available parking such as the spaces at Meadowside Crescent. It was agreed to contact Police Scotland for further advice.
Lyndsay explained that some areas have Police Scotland Youth Volunteers who can help with activities such as leafletting communities.  She also said that NW Co-ordinator networking events are also being planned in various locations to allow better information sharing between different groups.
5. Signage and placement
It was agreed to seek funding for NWS signage and dog fouling signage, possibly through an application to MCC’s microgrant scheme. There was potential to extend the NW area which is currently limited to the Pool but this might be dependent on a Deputy being found to assist with NW activities.  Sign placement would also have to be agreed. In addition, residents can purchase smaller item such as window stickers or fence plaques on the NWS online shop at https://neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/shop.

5. Potential New Issues
It would be useful to organise First Aid training for interested residents/group members. British Red Cross offer free CPR training and local First Aid providers are another option. Funding has now been sourced for a new Defibrillator for the Hall and some online defib use training may also be available.

It was also agreed that a Neighbourhood Medical Responder Group could be considered for contact during medical incidents. Muckhart’s Resilience Plan is being amended and now includes assessment of all likely risks.

6. WhatsApp Group
This was formed in January 2025 and provides a useful way of keeping group members informed of alerts and information. It was agreed that the Alerts system and a request for a Deputy could be placed in the next MCC E-newsletter.

7. Forward Planning
It was agreed that, as it has been over a year since the group was first formed, it would be useful to try and engage with the community more on NW issues and raise awareness. The community meeting planned for 30th May on Setting up a Development Trust could be used as an opportunity to highlight the group – other groups will also be in attendance.

8. AOB 
Ann thanked Lyndsay and everyone present for their contributions and closed the meeting.

9. Date of Next Meeting
To be agreed, possibly 3 monthly.
