Muckhart Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held in the Coronation Hall on Wednesday 3rd December 2014 at 7.30pm

Present;

            Jon Jordan,   Chair (JJ)

            Marlene White, Vice Chair (MW)

            Douglas Fisher, Minutes Secretary (DF)

            Margot McKerrell (MM)

            Mireille Pouget (MP)

            Matthew Pease ( MEP)

            John Anderson (JA), Treasurer

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Colin Mann, Danny Conroy, Naill Simpson and Stuart Dean.

2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

MEP declared interest in Planning Application 14/00245/FULL, alterations to Ballielisk.

3. Minutes of  the Meeting of 22nd October 2014
MP raised the subject of verges and ditches on the A823 between the Yetts o’ Muckhart and the Water Treatment Works. SD had already contacted Clackmannanshire Council. 

 MP also raised the progress of the website but this was then discussed later in the meeting.

The minutes were then proposed by MP and seconded by JJ.
4. Matters Arising

  a. Gateway Signs. There has been no response to SD’s letter. It will be followed up upon his return. 
  b. Mobile PO. The PO has responded to Keith Brown’s letter. The steps and railing have been improved on the current vehicle. A new much improved version is to be brought into service in 2015.

  c. Proposed wind farm extensions at Greenknowes and North Hill. Scottish Power Renewables, who run Greenknowes are looking to extend the existing farm by between 6-10 turbines, to be located on the north east side . Information days were held on 28th & 29th October. No formal application has as yet been submitted.

North Hill proposal is in the initial consultation stages.

   d. Information Pack. The Community Council and the Coronation Hall Committee  have produced an information  pack which is being distributed to all households in the Muckhart and surrounding area. The Community Council has agreed a sum of £30 towards the cost.

 5. Terry Hollis.
 Terry who died last month, lived in Muckhart for over 30 years. During that time he made an immense contribution to betterment of the community including over 15 years on the Community Council. We would like to remember him formally and members were asked to put forward suggestions for consideration at the next meeting

   6. Cooption of New Member.

 A vacancy exists for one new member of the Council. Mike Wilson of Birkhill Cottage had expressed an interest in joining. He was unanimously elected by Council members present under the rules of our constitution.
 7.Police Report.

  Because of the Alloa Athletic vs Glasgow Rangers football match tonight, there was no police representation at the meeting. However a police report was submitted which indicated that the only reported crime was the theft of a space heater from the church. JJ however pointed out that strangers had been seen gardens at night and unknown,  unmarked vans had been observed in suspicious circumstances in the residential areas of the village. Residents should be vigilant especially over the Christmas period.

 8. Glenquey Quarry.

 PK Council unanimously rejected the Cemex application to reopen the quarry. However they have the right to appeal and we must remain vigilant over possible future developments.
9. Emergency Planning.

Following the presentation by David Johnston, EPO Clackmannanshire Council it is proposed that DC and CM draw up the framework for an emergency handbook for the village. From that we can identify gaps and short comings and then decide how best to fill them.                                                                                            ACTION  DC, CM

JJ is to ask the Council for their plans for snow clearance in Muckhart, outwith their statutory obligations.                                                                           ACTION JJ

10. Broadband

JJ wrote to LEADER about the improvement of Broadband in the Muckhart area as under them communities are eligible for grants of up to 50% of costs. Briscona, an Spanish/Irish company is responsible for installation and so far have installed improved broadband in the west of Clackmannanshire. They are in discussions with Clacks Council about bringing it to Dollar, at a date as yet to be agreed. Funding for such improvements are through the Council.

As Crook of Devon is due to be upgraded in2015, MEP suggested we investigate the possibility of joining them.

As this whole matter is shrouded in mystery and contradictions, JJ is going back to the Council to seek clarification and hopefully after that we can move forward. Specific matters to be raised include;

     a. How can we make up the financial shortfall in respect of the grant and total

costs?

     b. Can we be included in the Dollar programme. If not, when can we expect upgrading?  
     c. MEP suggested that the developer of the proposed new housing in the village be asked to fund any shortfall as part of their contribution to the community. 

                                                                                                                    ACTIONJJ
11. Muckhart Area Plan (MAP)

JJ & JA felt that previous MAPs, drawn up initially in 2009 were not precise enough in setting out our aims. Given that many more issues have subsequently arisen it was suggested we develop a more concise and dynamic plan. It was agreed that a group led by JA and comprising JJ, MM, MEP and MP meet in early January 2015 to create a framework for this plan before putting it to the full council at the next meeting on  
4th Feb.
12. JCCF

MP has produced a broadsheet highlighting key issues discussed at the last JCCF meeting on 20th Nov and points for councillors to consider.        ACTION ALL

The next meeting of JCCF will take place on 14th Feb in the Coronation Hall.

                                                                                                       ACTION MP
13. Sub Groups      

      a. Planning.

          (1) Application 14/00245/FULL in respect of improvements to Balliliesk. The       
group felt this was a worthy development. MEP is the architect.

          (2) Viewfield.14/000249/FULL. Replacement of windows. Agreed.

      b. Publicity. This needs a major overhaul. Proper planning and coordination with

           other organisations in Muckhart need serious addressing. Only then can we   
          develop a meaningful website.                                              ACTION MW, NS
14. ACOB    

      a. Queen’s Baton. Money is available from Clackmannan CC to fund a  commemorative plaque. We should ask the school if they would like the plaque. Whatever, we should ask for the money.                                          ACTION JJ

15. Treasurer’s Report     

BALANCE AT LAST MEETING                                                          £2364.46

Expenditure;

            Hire of
 Hall (28th Jan – 3rd  Sep 2014 )                    £144.00

Income;

             Annual grant from Clackmannanshire Council       £400.00 

             Reimbursement of Hall rental (year 2013–2014)    £276.00
CURRENT BALANCE (as at 1st Dec 2014)                                          £2896.96

15. Correspondence    

      a. Review of the scheme for the establishments of community councils. JJ pointed  out that this really affected those councils that were struggling. Clackmannanshire Council asked for a response by 9th Dec.                                           ACTION DF

      b. Police Sergeant Graham Cadden has been appointed Community Sergeant for Clackmannanshire . We should invite him to meet councillors to hear our views on police community involvement.

16. Date of next meeting.     

Wed 4th February 2015 at 7.30pm in the Coronation Hall.  
