MUCKHART COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held 
in the Coronation Hall on 

Wednesday 22nd October 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 

               Jon Jordan, Chair (JJ)
               Stuart Dean, Secretary (SD)
               Douglas Fisher (DF)
               Colin Mann (CM)

               Mireille Pouget (MP)

               Niall Simpson (NS)
In attendance: David Johnstone, Emergency Planning Officer, Clackmannanshire Council; PC Roy Mitchell and 7 members of the community.

The meeting commenced with the Police Report followed by a presentation by David Johnstone on Emergency Planning thus bringing forward agenda item 5 and 6.

Agenda Item 5: Police Report.

A verbal report was given by PC Mitchell. There has been one recorded crime in the Muckhart area since the last meeting - an item was stolen from the Inn by customers. The crime remains undetected but enquiries are continuing. Advice was given to lock outside premises such as garages as an opportunist thief seemed to be operating in the towns and villages along the A91. Meanwhile the police have commenced Operation Alamo which ensures that only legal activities take place in the run up to Bonfire Night. For example Trading Standards are visiting premises selling fireworks to ensure correct selling procedures are in place.

Agenda Item 6: Presentation on ‘Emergency Planning’ by David Johnstone, emergency Planning Officer, Clackmannanshire Council.  
David Johnstone gave a comprehensive power point presentation on the many aspect of emergency planning, and community resilience in particular. He also handed out a pro-forma for a Community Emergency Plan as well as a Household Emergency Plan that can be completed by each household.

It was agreed that there should be further discussion at the next MCC meeting on how to take forward emergency planning for the Muckhart area.                                ACTION JJ                                          
David Johnstone was thanked for his presentation.
Following the presentation there was a short break after which the meeting dealt with the remaining items on the Agenda.    

1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions

Apologies were received from John Anderson, Danny Conroy, Margot McKerrell, Matthew Pease, Marlene White, Cllr Kathleen Martin and Cllr Alastair Campbell
2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

SD declared an interest in Item 9 in his capacity as Chair of the Friends of the Ochils.
3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting of 3rd September 2014 were accepted as an accurate
record.  Proposer: Douglas Fisher.  Seconder: Mireille Pouget
4. Matters Arising

The following matters arising were raised:
Item 4. Matters arising: Proposed Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan. MCC has written to Clackmannanshire Council proposing a review by interested parties of the LDP process prior to work starting on the next LDP in 2015.

Item 5. Police Report.  “Public Consultation Survey 2014” forms completed by MCC members and residents forwarded to Police Scotland.

Item 10. Broadband speed in the Muckhart/Glen Devon area. Discussions are ongoing in relation to this issue. JJ detailed the further work that has been undertaken with a view to finding a resolution to broadband speed problems in the Muckhart/Glendevon area. Discussions have taken place with Briskona Ltd and Community Broadband Scotland. LEADER has been asked if it can fund necessary developments. Further work will be undertaken by JJ on this issue.                ACTION JJ
As a result of a communication from John Anderson, JJ made the meeting aware that the defibrillator has been placed in a new box and is available in an emergency.
7. Gateway Signs for Muckhart
SD spoke to the note of the meeting held with Clackmannanshire Council and representatives of MCC and the community on 3rd October into the options available for gateway signs for the Pool of Muckhart. It was agreed that in addition to gateway signs funded by Clackmannanshire Council there is a possibly opportunity to erect signs welcoming drivers to the Conservation Village. However funds for such additional signs would require to be raised by the community. 

The Council is also looking into the provision of appropriate road markings adjacent to the gateway signs which would encourage vehicles to slow down when entering the village.

It was agreed that the preferred colour of the Gateway signs is white. The outcome of the discussion on Gateway signs would be relayed back to Clackmannanshire Council.   
                                                                                                                         ACTION SD
Further discussion followed on problems at Yetts, in particular at the junction of the A823 and the B934, and with the verges along the A823. The issue of cutting the verges and that of the lack of road markings at the junction would also be discussed with Clackmannanshire Council.    
                                                                                                                         ACTION SD
8. Consultation on changes to mobile PO provision
SD outlined the communications from Gordon Banks MP and Keith Brown MSP on the changes proposed to the mobile post office service to Muckhart. It was agreed that there were no serious concerns about moving the Thursday service to Wednesday. (The Monday service and the opening times for both days, 14.15 to 15.15, would remain the same). SD to contact both elected representatives.                                          ACTION SD                                                                                                      
Further discussion followed on matters such as the problems people with a disability might have gaining access to the mobile PO; on whether Tuesday would be a better day for the service to coincide with the closure of Dollar PO Tuesday pm; and the need for greater publicity within the community on the availability of the mobile PO.

9. Green Knowes Windfarm Extension and North Hill Windfarm proposal – update. 
SD update MCC on these two windfarm proposals.
· Green Knowes Extension: Public Information Days will be held in Aytoun Hall, Auchterarder on Tuesday 28th October 2014 and in the Tormaukin Hotel on Wednesday 29th October 2014, both from 3 pm to 7 pm.

· North Hill Windfarm: A Scoping Report has been published for comment. It will be followed by an Environmental Impact assessment (EIA) with an application to be submitted later in 2015. The proposal is for 25 turbines, each 126.5 metres to blade tip.

10. Reports from the MCC sub-groups  

PLANNING GROUP
There were no planning issues on which to report. 

PUBLICITY GROUP
NS reported that the matter was ongoing, and that there was nothing significant to report.

11. Treasurer’s Report  

In the absence of JA it was agreed that the report would be held over until the next meeting on 3rd December                                                                                 ACTION JA
12. Correspondence    
Details of correspondence were distributed prior to the meeting and copies were available to view.
13. AOCB

The following matters were raised under AOCB.

· Marilyn Smith who represents the community on the Public Partnership Forum, gave a verbal report on the latest meeting. She detailed three presentations: one on Designing and Establishing the Person Centred Health & Care Programme; the second on the work of the Carers Trust; and the third on the Clackmannanshire Young Carers Project. Marilyn was thanked for her report on the PPF meeting.  

· Welcome pack for new residents.  A draft pack has been produced by the Hall Committee.  It will include information about the Hall, the Church, MCC etc. It can include information about any group in the community. Contact Pat Jordan if interested in adding content. Once the final document has been agreed, production costs of about £30 will be borne by the Community Council.

· DRT.  The latest figures show that by far, the Muckhart area has used this facility least. It was suggested that there should be more publicity on the scheme, perhaps through the welfare pack for new residents.
14.  Date of Next Meeting
The next MCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd December 2014 at 7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall. 
