MUCKHART  COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held 
in the Coronation Hall on 

Wednesday 29th January 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 

               Jon Jordan, Chair (JJ)
               Marlene White, Vice-chair (MW)

               Stuart Dean, Secretary (SD)
               Danny Conroy (DC)

               Douglas Fisher (DF)
               Matthew Pease (MEP)
               Mireille Pouget (MP)

               Matthew Pease (MEP)

               Niall Simpson (NS)
In attendance:  Cllr Alastair Campbell, Cllr. Kathleen Martin, PC Elaine Wond and 9 members of the community.  

1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions

Apologies were received from John Anderson and Margot McKerrell

2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

Stuart Dean declared an interest in agenda items 7 and 10 through his position as Chair of the Friends of the Ochils. In item 7 it relates specifically to Supplementary Guidance 2 ‘Onshore Wind Energy’.

Matthew Pease also declared an interest in relation to SG2 ‘Onshore Wind Energy’ through his involvement with renewable energy projects.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

The Minutes of the meeting of 27th November 2013 were accepted as an accurate record.  
Proposer: Marlene White.  Seconder: Douglas Fisher.
4. Matters Arising

Item 8.  Consultation on DRT Service between Clackmannanshire and FVRH. SD reported that he has had further discussions with Mark Craske of NHS Forth Valley and it is anticipated that an announcement on transport provision between Clackmannanshire and the hospital will be made in mid February. Meanwhile bus services H1 and H2 continue to operate. 
5. Police Report
PC Wond detailed key policing issues in the previously circulated Police Report. These include matters such as a fraudulent incident involving a bogus workman, the theft of a campervan, and a domestic assault involving persons travelling in a motor vehicle stopped in Muckhart. A resident reported a cold caller offering to undertake roof repairs. It was also pointed out that a reported incident at Yetts involving drunken behaviour was not included in the Police Report. That might be due to the fact that the Police Report was written before the incident, in which case it was agreed that it would be helpful if future Police Reports were dated. 

6. Police Plans 2014 – 2017
SD attended a JCCF workshop on Police and Fire Plans for 2014 – 17. Draft plans are being drawn up by the respective services and they will be presented to the Clackmannanshire Alliance and then to the Council in April. There is also the opportunity to invite senior officers from both services to a MCC meeting to discuss the plans. Issues that might be addressed are road safety, theft in rural areas and emergency response times.                                                                                                 
7. Proposed Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan – responses to consultation documents. 
The draft responses to the Clackmannanshire LDP, the Conservation Area Appraisal and the Supplementary Guidance 2 ‘Onshore Wind Energy’ were distributed prior to the meeting. JJ outlined the background to the draft LDP and associated documents and in particular the efforts made by the Community Council to have the number of new housing units proposed in the LDP reduced from 160 to 35.  
There followed a wide ranging discussion on number of matters relating to the draft MCC responses. In relation to the LDP there were discussions on the implications of using the Bowling Green site as an access point into the village; developer contributions; the appropriate point at which to speak to developers about master plans etc; energy efficiency and carbon footprint issues associated with rural developments; the need for safe routes to the school; the importance of protecting trees, wetlands and important views; the role of elected members in supporting Muckhart’s position on housing numbers; the need for a spread of  housing types and prices; the pros and cons of phasing any development; the proposed  improvements in the LDP to the Cowden bends and the A823 in Glendevon; the arguments for and against not supporting site H48 and proposing a more linear development between the Pool and Yetts of Muckhart; and the impact of an increase in house numbers in the village on the Primary School.
There then followed discussion on the draft response to SG2 ‘Onshore Wind Energy’. MEP emphasised that there are two conflicting issues – the need for renewable energy and the impact of turbines on the landscape. He wished to see a statement in the document that renewables are an important part of the energy mix.               
There was no further discussion on the draft CAA, recognising that MCC has had considerable opportunity to comment on previous drafts of the document prepared by the Scottish Civic Trust on behalf of Clackmannanshire Council. 

The drafts will be further edited in the light of the discussions and submitted to Clackmannanshire Council by the closing date of 18th February.              ACTION JJ/SD 

8. Road Safety and Traffic Management in the Muckhart area. 
Following extensive discussions over the previous few months with Council officials and elected representatives, Clackmannanshire Council has agreed on a number of actions to improve road safety and traffic management in the Muckhart area. JJ outlined the planned works. They are as follows:
· The speed limit at the east of the village to be moved 75m north east and speed limit roundels to be incorporated into new village entry name signs.

· Vehicle actuated signs to be replaced with ‘Slow Down’ signs.

· Height of rumble strips at both ends of the village to be increased.
· Road markings at the west end of the village to be refreshed.

· Centre line to be removed between Kirkhill and the junction at Glebe House.

·  Zebra crossing to be installed on the A91 at the Coronation Hall. Bus stop to be relocated 10 metres west and additional section of footpath to be built.

· A91 to be resurfaced between the Coronation Hall and the north boundary of Doune Cottage. Resurfacing will include the Kirkhill and School Road junctions.

· The speed limit on Golf Course Road to be reduced to 30 mph between the A91 and the junction to the Golf Clubhouse. (20 mph to remain at the school)

There was support both within the Community Council and residents attending the meeting for the above improvements.

 A spokesman for the residents group that has been campaigning for road safety improvements detailed other changes that have been proposed and which will be considered by the Council. These include moving the vehicle activated ‘slow down’ signs to the boundary of the Conservation Area at the east end of the village; and a further zebra crossing at Maudies Loan. Discussions on road safety issues have also taken place with the PTA and consideration has been given to approaching SUSTRANS for funding for the footpath between Yetts and Pool of Muckhart. MEP also asked why all road markings can’t be removed in the village in the interest of road safety.
A resident proposed that the new 30/40 mph signs on Golf Course Road should be sited to the west of the crossing point between the 1st and 2nd holes on the Arndean Course. This will to be proposed to the Council.  The poor state of the footpath between Pool and Yetts was also discussed and it was agreed that the Council should be maintain it to a satisfactory standard.                                                                                       ACTION SD                                                                                        
9. Update of the Muckhart Area Plan.
SD indicated that funds were available for communities to both draw up new community plans and to update existing plans. It was agreed that MCC would submit proposals to Clackmannanshire Council for an update of the Muckhart Area Plan.           ACTION SD
10. PKC Consultation on landscape designations.
PKC is preparing Supplementary Guidance on landscape designations in Perth and Kinross.  The Friends of the Ochils will be participating in the consultation on landscape designation in the hope that the whole of the Ochils range within PKC is designated as a Local Landscape Area. It was agreed that MCC would cooperate with other CCs in the Ochils area in this exercise.                                                                             ACTION SD                                                     
11. Commonwealth Games Baton Relay – Muckhart event for 25th June

The Commonwealth Games Baton Relay will be passing through Clackmannanshire on 25th June and it is expected that the relay will come through Muckhart. Details of the route/ timing etc have still to be decided but it is anticipated that funding will be available to pay for an appropriate community event on the day. Volunteers to take forward such an event in Muckhart are required.                                                               ACTION ALL                                               
12. Reports from the MCC sub-groups – Planning; Publicity; Travel and Transport. 
PLANNING GROUP: 
No planning matters to report.
PUBLICITY GROUP:
Training continues to be offered to community groups on the website which is constantly being improved with up to date information.

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT: 
The Chair of the group, Mireille Pouget, has resigned and the future of the group to be the subject of further discussion.                                                                      ACTION JJ                                         
13. Treasurer’s Report

The following report was distributed prior to the meeting:

BALANCE AT LAST MEETING
       
                                                     £2014.46
    Expenditure:
       Hire of Coronation Hall (Oct-Dec) and repayment of subsidy- £201.00
     

    Income:                                                                                            none

CURRENT BALANCE  (as at 22 January  2014)                                          £1813.46
The Report was noted.
14. Correspondence    
Details of correspondence were distributed prior to the meeting and copies were available to view.
15. AOCB

The following matter was raised under AOCB.

· Andrew Smith on behalf of Muckhart Golf Club thanked MCC for its support with the planning for the bridge repairs over the Back Burn on Drumburn Road/footpath. It is anticipated that the work will start mid-March and it might involve temporary closures of the Core Path/Right of Way which passes over the bridge. A mailing to residents in the Drumburn Road area will be undertaken.
16. Date of Next Meeting
The next MCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 26th March 2014 at 7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall. 
