MUCKHART  COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held 
in the Coronation Hall on 

Wednesday 28th May 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

DRAFT
Present: 

               Jon Jordan, Chair (JJ)
               Stuart Dean, Secretary (SD)
               John Anderson (JA) – after Item 4.

               Danny Conroy (DC)

               Douglas Fisher (DF)
               Margot McKerrell (MM)

               Matthew Pease (MEP)
               Mireille Pouget (MP)

               Niall Simpson (NS)
In attendance:  Cllr Alastair Campbell, Cllr Kathleen Martin, PC Jonny McRitchie,  PC Euan Mitchell and 6 members of the community.

1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions

Apologies were received from Marlene White and Cllr. Irene Hamilton.

2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

SD declared an interest as Chair of the Friends of the Ochils in relation to Agenda Item 14.

JJ declared an interest as Vice-Chair of the Ochils Landscape Partnership (OLP) in relation to Agenda Item 11.
3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting of 26th March 2014 were accepted as an accurate
record.  Proposer: Douglas Fisher.  Seconder: Matthew Pease
4. Matters Arising

Item 4 Matters Arising: Proposed Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan – responses to consultation documents. SD reported that the Local Development Plan and Schedule 4 documents was due to go before the full Council on 26th June 2014 prior to being submitted to Scottish Ministers for scrutiny. It is anticipated that examination of the Plan will start approximately 6 – 8 weeks after submission and take approximately 6-9 months. The Plan should be finalised in Spring  2015.
Discussion followed on the opportunity to review the LDP and Schedule 4 documents prior to it going to Council on 26th June. At present there is no opportunity to comment on the Schedule 4s. Both the Community Council and Councillors present wished for greater clarification on this issue.                                                                    ACTION SD 
5. Police Report
PC McRitchie spoke to the previously circulated Police Report for the period 26th March to 26th May 2014. There followed a discussion on both the incident in Glen Devon involving a burglary and phone calls from a company posing as the Energy Saving Advice Centre.

PC Euan Mitchell gave an update on the transport arrangements for the Ryder Cup in September. The availability of passes for local residents and those normally travelling through Glen Devon was discussed.  

6. Gateway signs for Pool of Muckhart
MEP reported back on the work undertaken by the group established under his chairmanship at the previous MCC meeting. They considered an appropriate design and funding issues. A design of timber construction depicting a boars head reflecting the meaning of the name ‘Muckhart’ was proposed. Whilst MP expressed some concern about the proposed design it was agree that the group would take the idea forward in cooperation with Clackmannanshire Council who would need to approve the design.

                                                                                                                      ACTION MEP

7. Queen’s Baton Relay 25th June 2014 - update 
Alison Peden outlined the planning that she and others from the Amenity Society have undertaken in relation to the Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR) which will come through Muckhart on 25th June. The QBR is scheduled to pass through the village at around 12.45 pm after which a mini Commonwealth Games have been organised for the primary school children in the Playpark. The community will be invited to line the main street for the relay and to attend the Playpark event afterwards. Lunch will be provided for the children and adults attending the mini games. Volunteers are being recruited to act as stewards to ensure the safety of all concerned during the event.

In the evening there will be a QBR event at Lorneshill Academy for which tickets will be available from Mona’s.

Clackmannanshire Council has kindly donated £400 towards the event and a member of the community has generously funded the purchase of medals for the mini Commonwealth Games in the Playpark.

Alison and her team were thanked for undertaking the organisation of the Muckhart QBR programme. 
8. Muckhart Area Plan – next steps 
SD outlined the opportunities that now exist to update the Muckhart Area Plan (MAP) following the allocation of an £800 grant from Clackmannanshire Council. The previous version of MAP was undertaken without any outside support but the grant now enables us to buy in some expertise. Colin Roxburgh of STAR Consultants is prepared to discuss how his organisation might be able to assist with MAP and it was agreed that a meeting would be organised to take forward STAR’s possible involvement. Meanwhile a number of MCC and community representatives expressed an interest in joining a MAP Steering Group.

                                                                                                                    ACTION SD/JJ  

9. DRT for Muckhart and West Kinross-shire - update
The Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) scheme for Muckhart and West Kinross-shire is due to start on 2nd June and an information leaflet has been published by Perth and Kinross and Clackmannanshire Councils for distribution to residents. It has been agreed with the Councils that MCC will undertake to deliver the leaflet to all properties in the Muckhart CC area.                                                                                           ACTION SD
10. Emergency Planning for Muckhart area
DC reported on his meeting with David Johnstone, Emergency Planning Officer for Clackmannanshire Council. It was agreed that he would be invited to speak at the next MCC meeting on 3rd September 2014.                                                            ACTION DC
11. Ochils Landscape Partnership
JJ outlined the present position of the OLP. Heritage Lottery Fund money for the 22 OLP projects, two of which are in Muckhart, comes to an end in December 2014. Discussions are underway with EDF over their funding support to 2020. The OLP wishes to continue beyond 2014 but needs to ensure that it has the support of communities before doing so. It was agreed that a letter of support for the continuation of the OLP beyond 2014 would be sent to Dennis Toon, Chair of the OLP.                                                      ACTION SD
12. Tree problem on land adjacent to Muckhart Church

JA reported that the problems over the felling of a tree that had been identified as being dangerous on land adjacent to Muckhart Church had been resolved. It is anticipated that the tree will be felled by the middle of June.

13. Reports from the MCC sub-groups  

PLANNING GROUP
There were no planning issues on which to report. 

PUBLICITY GROUP
Nothing further to report.
14. PKC Consultation on landscape designations – Ochils and Devon Gorge proposals
SD outlined the review that PKC are undertaking in relation to Local Landscape Designations within Perth and Kinross. A PKC review panel has been established and SD is  attending on behalf of the Friends of the Ochils. There is an opportunity for all interested parties, including community councils outwith PKC, to respond to an online survey nominating preferred LLA designations within PKC. It was agreed that MCC would respond, proposing that both the PKC area of the Ochils and the Devon Gorge should be designated as possible LLAs.                                                          ACTION SD                                                                                 
15. Report on JCCF meeting on 15th May 2014
JJ gave a verbal report on the JCCF meeting on 15th May. There was an information exchange on a wide range of issues followed by agenda items dealing with the OLP, feedback from 3rd sector meetings, and on the relationship between community councils and other formal or informal groups and how that might determine Council service responses to issues. It was agreed that this matter should be on the August JCCF agenda. 

16. Broadband speed in the Muckhart/Glendevon area

SD reported that there had been an informal approach from Auchterarder and District Community Council that efforts should be made to secure improvements to broadband speeds in the Muckhart/Glendevon area. Both areas operate off the Muckhart exchange. It was agreed that Jon Jordan should liaise with Malcolm Best of A & DCC over this issue. 

                                                                                                                          ACTION JJ
17. Conference Reports

Reports were given by MP, JA and DF on recent conferences and seminars that they have attended. They included a seminar on Consultation (29th March – MP attended); a Community Partners Day (1st May – JA and DF attended); and a Community Empowerment Conference (6th May – MP attended).
18. Treasurer’s Report  

The following report was distributed prior to the meeting. 
BALANCE AT LAST MEETING
       
                                                     £2978.46
Expenditure:
             Baton Relay – event insurance                             £26.50   
     

             Baton Relay – entertainment licence                    £61.00
      Income: 
            None

CURRENT BALANCE  (as at 22 May 2014)                                                £2890.96
The Report was noted.

19. MCC Secretary’s expenses
The Treasurer, JA, indicated that the expenses for the MCC Secretary have remained at £60.00 p.a. for at least 10 years. It was agreed that they should be increased  to £100.00 p.a.
20. Correspondence    
Details of correspondence were distributed prior to the meeting and copies were available to view.
21. AOCB

The following matters were raised under AOCB.

· An invitation has been received from Provost Murphy for two representatives from each community council in Clackmannanshire to attend the World War One Drumhead Service in Edinburgh on 10th August 2014. Names of those wishing to attend to be given to the Secretary.                                                   ACTION ALL
· The Local Government Boundary Commission is carrying out a public consultation on councillor numbers as part of its Fifth Reviews of Electoral Arrangements. It is proposed by the Commission that the number of councillors in Clackmannanshire remains at 18. MCC agreed with that proposal and therefore no action is required.

· It is understood that Auchterarder and District Community Council has been informed by Scottish Power (SP) that it intends to apply for an extension to the Green Knowes windfarm. No such communication has been received by MCC and it was agreed that the Secretary should write to SP expressing concern at the lack of any communication.                                                                 ACTION SD
· An invitation has been received from CTSi to the Community Transport Forum on 30th May in the Sauchie Resource Centre. Nobody was able to attend from MCC.
· The Certificate of Employers’ Liability Insurance for MCC has been received for the period 1st May 2014 to 30th April 2015.

· It is anticipated that the resurfacing of the A91 through Muckhart will commence on 11th August for two weeks.

22. Date of Next Meeting
The next MCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd September 2014 at 7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall. It will be followed by the  MCC AGM.
