MUCKHART  COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held 
in the Coronation Hall on 

Wednesday 26th March 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 

               Jon Jordan, Chair (JJ)
               Marlene White, Vice-chair (MW)

               Stuart Dean, Secretary (SD)
               Danny Conroy (DC)

               Douglas Fisher (DF)
               Colin Mann (CM)

               Margot McKerrell (MM)

               Matthew Pease (MEP)
               Mireille Pouget (MP)

In attendance:  PC Heidi Clark and members of the community.  

1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions

Apologies were received from John Anderson, Cllr Alastair Campbell and Cllr Kathleen Martin.  

2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

There were no declarations of conflicts of interest.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Matthew Pease’s name appears twice in the list of MCC members present. Also MP asked that the word ‘spokesperson’ is used instead of ‘spokesman’ as in item 8. 
Otherwise the Minutes of the meeting of 29th January 2014 were accepted as an accurate
record.  Proposer: Douglas Fisher.  Seconder: Marlene White
4. Matters Arising

Item 7. Proposed Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan – responses to consultation documents. Responses to the Draft Local Development Plan, the Muckhart Conservation Area Appraisal and Supplementary Guidance 2 ‘Onshore Wind Energy’ were submitted to Clackmannanshire Council by the agreed submission date of 18th February 2014. Responses are being analysed by the Council and it is anticipated that, after going through due process, the proposed LDP and associated documents will be submitted to Scottish Ministers for examination in the autumn. It is expected that the finalised plan with any modifications will be adopted by the Council in the summer of 2015.
5. Police Report
PC Clark spoke to the previously circulated Police Report for the period 30th January to 26th March 2014. There followed a discussion on bogus trades people and cold calling.

6. Road Safety and Traffic Management in the Muckhart area
JJ outlined the latest position regarding the various road safety and traffic management issues in the Muckhart area. They included the Gateway features for the Pool of Muckhart; the footpath between Yetts and Pool of Muckhart; drainage issues on the A91; the position of the 30 mph signs on Golf Course Road; the position of the Vehicle Activated Speed signs on the A91; and the height of the rumble strips at both the east and west ends of the village.
SD proposed that a group be established comprising both community councillors and members of the community to consider an appropriate design of the Gateway signs. MEP agreed to chair the group.                                                                             ACTION MEP
Discussion followed on a number of issues. These included the development of a strategic approach to active transport in the Muckhart area; cycle paths in the Muckhart area with links to cycle routes in PKC and Fife; the importance of the maintenance of the footpath between Yetts and Pool as part of the A91road; and the actions that can be taken if road repairs are not carried out to an acceptable standard. Residents have also met with the Central Scotland Safety Camera  Partnership. 
7. Muckhart Area Plan – next steps 
JJ outlined the history of the Muckhart Area Plan and the opportunity to refresh MAP following the award of a £800 grant by Clackmannanshire Council. Funds  are therefore available to buy in support for this exercise from, for example, the Scottish Civic Trust. A Steering Group consisting of both community councillors and residents should be established to direct the updating of the Muckhart Area Plan.  JA would be available to chair the group. MP and DC expressed an interest in being members.        
                                                                                                                    ACTION JJ/JA 
8. Ryder Cup – transport arrangements 
SD attended a briefing for community representatives on the Ryder Cup transport arrangements, including the Balado Park and Ride facility. The key issues detailed at the meeting were outlined. PC Euan Mitchell, Police Community Engagement Officer for the Ryder Cup, will attend the next MCC meeting on 28th May 2014 to update the community on Ryder Cup transport arrangements. 
9. Emergency Planning for Muckhart area.
DC has arranged to meet with David Johnstone, Emergency Planning Officer, Clackmannanshire Council, to discuss emergency planning for the Muckhart area. 

                                                                                                                 ACTION DC/CM
10. Commonwealth Games Baton Relay- Muckhart event for 25th June
SD outlined the latest developments for the Commonwealth Games Baton Relay which is due to pass through Clackmannanshire, including Muckhart, on 25th June 2014.  Alison Peden and Allison Smith from the Amenity Society are organising a Muckhart event for the day in cooperation with the primary School. A £400 grant has been provided by Clackmannanshire Council towards that event.

11. Reports from the MCC sub-groups – Planning; Publicity
PLANNING GROUP: 
Four planning applications were considered:
14/00056/LIST.  Replacement of existing entrance door and frame and replacement of existing roof lights at Muckhart Church. 
MEP outlined the position with planning applications for the church as a listed building. Comment cannot be made on the interior but can be made on the door replacement and the new roof lights. MEP expressed concerns that the door design is not appropriate, a view which concurs with that given by Historic Scotland. 
It was agreed that MCC would object to the door design.                           ACTION MEP
(Discussion followed on the future use of the church for meetings etc and possible competition with bookings for the Coronation Hall. It would appear that the Hall Committee is relaxed about this issue.)  
14/00062/FULL. Erection of House on land adjacent to Gairlaw, Yetts of Muckhart.
A range of views were expressed on this development. Whilst recognising it was contrary to the Development Plan there was a view that opportunities should be available to expand Muckhart in an organic way on single plot sites where no precedent is set. It was agreed that MCC would neither object nor support the application but the MCC position would be expressed in comments to Clackmannanshire Council.               ACTION MEP                                                                                            

14/00041/FULL.  Installation of Solar Panels and Air Source Heat Pump at The Grange, Muckhart. No comment was made on this application.
14/00042/TREE. Felling of 1 tree and remedial works on 2 trees at Muckhart Church. No comment was made on this application.
  PUBLICITY GROUP:
MW indicated that although the website has been further developed, improvements are still required.                                                                                   ACTION SD, MW, NS 
12. Formation of Policy Groups.
JJ outlined the workings of the three sub-groups. Two of the groups, planning and publicity, both dealt with operational matters and were working well. However the difficulties with handling policy matters in the Travel and Transport Group posed more serious problems.  As a group looking at policy issues, JJ felt that we needed to examine the work of the Travel and Transport group in relation to the way the Community Council handles wider policy issues. He felt that policy issues in relation to travel and transport should be handled in the same way the Community Council handles policy issues in general, i.e. either within the full Community Council or in a specialist sub group set up as and when necessary for that purpose. 
MP explained why she had stood down as chair of that group; she felt that the group had not been appropriately involved in ongoing discussions in relation to road safety and traffic management issues.  In the circumstances SD proposed that the Travel and Transport Group should be disbanded. This was agreed.
13. JCCF meeting report.

MP gave a report on the JCCF meeting on 20th February, 2014. A presentation by the Police and the Fire & Rescue Service dealt with consultations on the draft plans for those services. Other matters covered at the meeting included feedback by the chair, June Anderson, on a meeting between the JCCF,CTRF, CTSi and the Council on establishing a mechanism which would enhance the role of the 3rd Sector in the Clackmannanshire Alliance; the Council proposals for funding community and voluntary organisations and the effects of cuts on those services; and an update on the planning for the Queen’s Baton Relay. Meanwhile MP will be one of two representatives attending a national conference on Community Empowerment on behalf of the JCCF.

14. Treasurer’s Report  

The following report was distributed prior to the meeting. It was compiled by SD, Secretary, on behalf of JA, Treasurer.
BALANCE AT LAST MEETING
       
                                                     £1813.46
      Expenditure:
             Data Protection Registration Fee                                              £35.00   
     

      Income: 
        Grant from Clackmannanshire Council for update

        Of Muckhart Area Plan                                                                 £800.00

        Grant from Clackmannanshire Council for Queen’s Baton

        Relay event in Muckhart 25th June 2014                                      £400.00                                                                                                         

CURRENT BALANCE  (as at 19 March 2014)                                            £2978.46
The Report was noted.
15. Correspondence    
Details of correspondence were distributed prior to the meeting and copies were available to view.
16. AOCB

The following matters were raised under AOCB.

· SD reported that work is progressing on the footbridge over the Back Burn on Drumburn Road/footpath. The Golf Club and Andrew Smith in particular were thanked for carrying out the repair on a vital communication link in the Muckhart area.

· Marilyn Smith, Muckhart Community Representative on the Clackmannanshire Health Partnership attended the Public Partnership Forum on 18th March 2014. Her written report was distributed to MCC members. It detailed two presentations. One was by Alex Linkston CBE, Chairman of NHS Forth Valley who gave a presentation on his vision for NHS Forth Valley. The second was by Ann Allison, Living it Up (LiU) Project Lead for Forth Valley. More information on LiU can be obtained on www.livingitup.org.uk  Marilyn was thanked for her report and attending the PPF meeting on behalf of the community. 
17. Date of Next Meeting
The next MCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th May 2014 at 7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall. 
