MUCKHART COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held
in the Coronation Hall on

Wednesday 2nd  September 2015 at 7.30pm

Present:
            Jon Jordan  (JJ)  Chair

            Marlene White (MW) Vice-Chair (after Item 4)
            Stuart Dean (SD) Secretary

            Douglas Fisher (DF) Minutes Secretary

            Margot McKerrell (MM) (after Item 5)
            Niall Simpson (NS)
            Matthew Pease (MEP)

            Mireille Pouget (MP)

            Mike Wilson (MRW)

In attendance: Lesley Baillie, Community Planning Adviser, Clackmannanshire Council and 9 members of the community. 
1. Apologies for Absence/ Introductions

Apologies for absence were received from John Anderson, Danny Conroy,

Colin Mann and Councillors Alastair Campbell, Irene Hamilton and Kathleen Martin. PC Moffat and WPC Grant were welcomed to the meeting,
2. Declarations of Interest 
MP declared an interest in the planning application for a property at Rownleys (ref: 15/00167/FULL). She is a neighbour and submitted a representation to Clackmannanshire Council. 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd June 2015 were accepted as an accurate record.

Proposer: Matthew Pease        Seconder: Mike Wilson 
4. Matters Arising

Item 4. Matters Arising (Item 9). Glenquey Quarry. The reporter dismissed the appeal and refused to grant planning permission as sought in the planning application. Individuals unhappy with this decision may have the right to appeal to the Court of Session within 6 weeks of the date of the appeal decision i.e. by 7th September 2015.

Item 6. Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan. Clackmannanshire Council adopted the new LDP on 19th August following approval by Scottish Ministers.
Item 7. Fracking/Underground Coal Gasification.   MRW, on behalf of MCC, attended Cluff Natural Resources (CNR) public meeting held on Friday 5th  June in Grangemouth Town Hall.
CNR is in the early stages of planning for an UCG (Underground Coal Gasification) production test site in the Firth of Forth which is intended to demonstrate the viability of a larger scale commercial project. The project is at the ‘engineering feasibility’ stage and a number of possible sites in the Firth of Forth area are being considered. 
It is expected that preliminary findings of the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) process, currently underway and of which the public consultation process forms a part, will be available towards the end of 2015. CNR is planning to hold future exhibitions where the public can view and comment on these findings.

Item 11.  DRT Service. DRT monthly passenger statistics were previously circulated. Any minor changes to the programme need to be approved by the Traffic Commissioner after which a new leaflet will be published. The anticipated date for this is mid-November but could be earlier depending on the response time of the commissioner.
Item 12. Terry Hollis. Discussions are continuing with the family and other interested parties on an appropriate way to remember Terry. 
Item 5.  Police Report.

The Chair welcomed PC Ian Moffat and WPC Dawn Grant.

PC Mofffat gave a report covering the period from 1st April to date. There had been no serious crimes although there has been an increase in suspicious activities reported, mainly in the Dollar area. There were 15 speeding offences, again mainly in Dollar.

The Forth Valley Division of Police Scotland has begun a consultation process on how best to deploy their resources. They are holding two presentations on Wednesday 9th September 2015; one in Clackmannanshire Council offices at 1pm and the other in Alloa Academy at 7pm. Anyone wishing to attend should inform Forth Valley Divisional Coordination Unit (DCU).

A question was asked by a member of the public as to the legalities associated with the use of drones with cameras flown close to a property. PC Moffat indicated that he would investigate the issue.
Item 6.  Muckhart Community Plan - update
In the absence of JA, MRW updated the meeting.

There are to be two presentations to the community; one on 5th September in the church at 9.30 am and one on 10th October in the Coronation Hall from 9.30 am until 1 pm. The latter will be focusing on sustainability with talks and discussions on sustainable transport, sustainable energy and biodiversity.
                                                                                                             ACTION MRW

Item 7.  Roads issues - update
MRW reported on progress. The two key matters have been raised with the Council.
a. The 40 mph signs on Golf Course road are to be moved beyond the entrance to the Club towards the A823. 
b. A works order has been raised to install the new village speed limit and Gateway signs. At the same time the footpath between the Yetts and the Pool will be upgraded.

The work will be carried out by Clackmannanshire Council and is scheduled to start by the end of November 2015 at the latest.                                          

Item 8. MCC Sub Group Reports

a. Planning.
Two applications have been submitted:
 a. 15/00164/PPP for 5 houses opposite the village school

 b. 15/00167/FULL for a two storey house in the grounds of Rowanleys in Drumburn Road

DF and MEP outlined the planning group’s views on both applications. It was agreed that objections would be submitted to both applications. SD to submit letters of objection to the Council giving our reasons why both should be refused.  
                                                                                                          ACTION SD/MEP

b. Publicity
Work is ongoing in relation to publicity. There is now a facebook page for Muckhart and it is being used to share information in the area.
Item 9. JCCF Report

JJ as Chairperson of JCCF reported on the last meeting.

The main issue discussed was the proper delivery of proposed devolved budgeting. This will need considerable forward planning including the responsibilities of Community Councils. Fife Council has initiated a pilot scheme and members of the JCCF visited  to see how they are tackling the matter and the approach taken by various Community Councils.                                                                               
Item 10. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was circulated and noted. The current balance is £ 2228.18.

Item 11.  Correspondence

Details of correspondence received were circulated to members.

Item 12. ACOB

· The village school won the best school garden in Clackmannanshire for the second successive year. The school is to be congratulated on this achievement.
· The owner of the Community Woodland indicated that ash die-back has affected many trees all of which will need to be felled. He also indicated that Dollar Academy CCF and local ACF will be carrying out night exercises in the woodland in the next few weeks.

Item 13.  Date of next meeting

The next meeting is to be held in the Coronation Hall on Wednesday 28th October 2015 at 7.30pm.
