MUCKHART COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Muckhart Community Council held 
in the Coronation Hall on 

Wednesday 1st April 2015 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 

               Jon Jordan, Chair (JJ)
               Stuart Dean, Secretary (SD)
               John Anderson, Treasurer (JA) 

               Margot McKerrell (MM)

               Matthew Pease (MEP)

               Mireille Pouget (MP)

               Niall Simpson (NS)
               Mike Wilson (MRW)

In attendance:  Cllr Alastair Campbell, PC Jonathan Law, PC Steven Carrie, and 4 members of the community.

1. Apologies for Absence/Introductions

Apologies were received from Danny Conroy, Douglas Fisher, Colin Mann, Marlene White and Cllr Kathleen Martin. The Chair wished Douglas Fisher a full recovery after his recent operation.
2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

MEP declared an interest in relation to Item 17 – planning application 15/00052/FULL

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes of the meeting of 4th February 2015 were accepted as an accurate record.  Proposer: John Anderson.  Seconder: Mireille Pouget
4. Matters Arising

Item 4. Matters arising: Queen’s Baton Relay plaque. It was agreed that MCC would not go ahead with the plaque as we did not use funds from the Big Lottery Fund for the QBR event in Muckhart.                                                                                                                            
Item 14. Broadband provision in the Muckhart/Glen Devon area. JJ provided an update, focussing particularly on the projected introduction of superfast broadband into the Muckhart area. The first premises in the area are currently expected to receive fibre broadband in the period January to June 2016 and the work is being undertaken through the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme. He also explained the relationship between BT Openreach and individual ISPs and the need to contact ISPs about broadband problems and not Openreach.
Item 15. Upgrading of Muckhart play park. The work on the play park is almost complete but meanwhile the gate will remain locked for health and safety reasons.
5. Police Report
The Police Report was distributed. In the past 2 months, Police Scotland have recorded 1 crime in Muckhart involving a theft from a house in Kirkhill. At present there are no named suspects but residents were asked to remain vigilant and keep their properties secure. Meanwhile Operation Monarda is underway aimed at reducing doorstep crime and targeting bogus workmen. As part of this operation there are regular patrols in the area.
6. Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan
SD updated the meeting on the new Clackmannanshire LDP. Scottish Ministers have now completed their examination of the plan and recommended changes have been incorporated. No modifications to the proposed housing site, H48, have been made and the number of houses on the site remains at 35.
7. Muckhart Area Plan - update
JA updated the meeting on the progress achieved to date with the plan which will be called the Muckhart Community Plan (MCP). Key to the process will be effective consultation with the community which will commence on 29th April with an Open Meeting in the Hall. Focus groups will also be established and a questionnaire will be drawn up. JA thanked those on the Working Group for their work to date on the MCP.   

8. Roads/footpaths - update. 
MRW brought the meeting up to date with progress on a number of issues. These included the position and speed limits for signs on Golf Course Road; the timing of the work on the agreed Gateway signs at the entrance to the village; the resurfacing of the footpath between Pool and Yetts and the associated drainage work; and the repairs to lighting in the village. 
9. Quarry in Glenquey
SD updated the meeting on the Glenquey quarry applications. Both planning applications have been appealed following their refusal by PKC. The appellant, CEMEX has submitted a Supporting Statement to the DPEA and PKC have 3 weeks in which to respond. Other interested parties, including MCC, have until 9th April to respond. A decision will be made by the reporter in the coming months.                  ACTION JJ/SD

10. Fracking – INEOS meeting
Meetings on fracking have been arranged by INEOS Upstream for interested parties, including Central Scotland community councils. SD and MRW attended such a meeting in Grangemouth as well as a public meeting in Alloa. The presentations and subsequent questions dealt with a wide range of issues associated with fracking.

It was recognised by MCC that at some point in the future planning applications may come before local authorities and it would be important that they had the policies and guidance to deal with such applications. It was agreed that SD would write to Clackmannanshire Council stressing the need for relevant policies and guidance to be in place before such applications might be submitted.                                        ACTION SD
11. Special Landscape Areas: PKC Supplementary Guidance consultation
The PKC Enterprise and Infrastructure Committee approved the above supplementary guidance but declined to include either the Devon Gorge or the Cleish Hill as SLAs. MCC had previously supported the inclusion of the Devon Gorge. 
12. Broadband provision in the Muckhart/Glen Devon area - update
This item was dealt with by JJ under Matters Arising.
13. Local Transport Strategy
The questionnaire on Clackmannanshire’s Local Transport Strategy (LTS) has been completed by MRW, DF and SD. It was agreed that SD and MRW would attend a LTS Stakeholder Event on 21st April.                                                          ACTION SD/MRW
14. Terry Hollis – remembrance ideas
SD has spoken to the family and they would welcome the community agreeing a way to remember Terry Hollis. A number of ideas were proposed and these would now be discussed further with the family.                                                                    ACTION SD 
15. BT Adopt A Kiosk programme  

BT have once again offered the telephone box to the community for £1. However, following discussions with Clackmannanshire Council, it has been confirmed that, as a listed building, planning consent would be required before it could be removed even if the telephone were to be disconnected. Further contact to be made with BT to establish the options available.                                                                                       ACTION SD 
16. Emergency Planning – update
It was agreed that JA would join the emergency planning group to complete the Community Emergency Plan pro-forma made available jointly by Clackmannanshire Council, the Fire Service and the Scottish Government.                  ACTION CM/DC/JA                                       
17. Reports from MCC sub-groups
Planning 
The revised application for a new house and restoration of Japanese Garden at Cowden, Dollar (Ref: 15/00052/FULL) was discussed. It was agreed that MCC would support the application, albeit recognising that, although it was development in the countryside and normally contrary to the LDP, the welcomed restoration of the Japanese Garden justified the construction of the house.                                                                          ACTION JA                                                           
Publicity

NS asked that anyone wishing to add content to the Muckhart website should contact him directly.

18. JCCF Report
· JJ reported that he had taken over the Chair of the JCCF from June Anderson.

· Members of MCC attended the Strengthening Local Democracy seminar on 21st March at FVC.
· MP commented on the roles of community councils and community development trusts and their relative strengths and weaknesses.
19. Treasurer’s Report
The following report was tabled at the meeting:
BALANCE AT LAST MEETING
       
                                                    £2866.16
Expenditure:
             Hire of Coronation Hall 1 Oct – 30 March 2015                              £168.00   
     

             Information Commissioner for Data protection                                 £35.00
             Secretary’s expenses for 2014-15                                                       £70.00
             Minute Secretary’s expenses for 2014-15                                          £30.00
             Printing cost for community information sheet                                  £40.00

Income: 
            None

CURRENT BALANCE (as at 25 March 15)                                                  £2523.16                                                     
The Report was noted.

20. Correspondence    
Details of correspondence were distributed at the meeting and copies were available to view.
21. AOCB

The following matter was raised under AOCB:
· JJ reported that 240 fruit trees have been planted in the MNP by volunteers from the OLP and MNP. The trees had previously been earmarked for an OLP orchard project in Tillicoultry which had not gone ahead.

22. Date of Next Meeting
The next MCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd June 2015 at 7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall. 
